[Using the radial artery in myocardial revascularization].
Between March 1996 and April 1998, 10 patients underwent myocardial revascularization using radial artery grafts. The age ranged between 59-81 (mean 67.7) years. The mean left ventricular ejection fraction was found to be 0.53 (range 0.45-0.62). A mean of 3.2 distal anastomoses per patient were performed. There was no operative mortality and no perioperative myocardial infraction was observed. No ischaemia of the hand was noticed. At a mean follow-up of 16.6 months (range 3-27) all patients are alive and free of symptoms. Only one patient had angina at bicycle ergometer test. The precise and atraumatic harvesting of radial artery and use of calcium antagonists prevent vasospasm and early graft occlusion on the short term. To assess the late results longer follow-up is necessary.